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Running multiple versions of PowerMill 

One of the biggest problems with running multiple versions of PowerMill is the pmuser 
macro. This is the macro that the user creates to start PowerMill with all the settings 
ready on the forms. As Delcam releases new versions of the software, the settings change 
and the old macro does not work with out some editing for the new version. Once you 
change it for the new version, it will not work right in the older version. Below are some 
steps to setup the computer to run multiple versions of PowerMill with their own macro 
area.  

First we need to setup a new startup folder to place the macros in. We will be placing all 
the directories under c:\dcam\pmill4 area.  
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Here you see I created 3 startup folders. 

pmill45 – PowerMill Version 4.5 

pmill50 – PowerMill Version 5.0 

pmill55 – PowerMill Version 5.5 

The procedure is the same for all versions so we will just go over the configuration of 
PowerMill 5.5 

The first step is to modify the shortcut on the desktop for each version. The shortcut will 
have to be renamed so installing patches for PowerMill will not overwrite it. Right mouse 
click on the shortcut and go to ‘Rename’  to change this. 
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You also have to modify the ‘Start in:’  item to the folder you want to use for that version. 
Right mouse click on the shortcut and go to ‘Properties’  to change this. 

 

Place your pmuser.mac file in each of the new startup folders. 
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Now we need to add a path in each startup macro to the startup folder for that version.  

The command to add for version 5.5 is: 

path add volatile ‘~\pmill4\pmill55 

 

Save the file and start PowerMill with the edited shortcut icon. When you open the 
macros you should see the path to the new folder in the tree. 

 


