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  CadCamSystems 
Support Document 

 
Setting up PowerMILL Defaults 

 
Cad Cam Systems would like all of our customers to use the following installation 

standard to make supporting you much more efficient and effective.  When PowerMILL 
starts the software checks for a 2000/XP variable called “HOME” then PowerMILL looks 
for a directory called pmill4 under this “HOME” variable. If it finds both of these in 
place PowerMILL looks for a macro called pmuser.mac which can set your default 
settings for PowerMILL:  Inches, stepovers, tolerances…. Most of you should already 
have one established and this variable should be updated to match the following 
procedure for new installations.  

1. Click the  button in the lower left of your screen. 

2. Click Settings>Control Panel       
 

3. Click on the System Icon 

 
 

Double click 
system 
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4. Click the Advanced tab 

  
 
5. Click the Environmental Variables box  
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6. Pick NEW… under the top window for User variables 

 

 
 

7. Fill in the variable Name box with HOME and the Variable Value with c:\dcam. 
Make sure the word HOME is in capital letters 

 
8. Click OK for the New User Variable and OK for  Environmental Variables 

 
9. Close the Control Panel 
 
10. Create a directory under c:\dcam called pmill4 

 
11. Create or copy an existing pmuser.mac into c:\dcam\pmill4 

 
 
The pmuser.mac is created in PowerMILL by recording the operations you perform. Only 
flags or parameters that are physically changed will be recorded into the macro; therefore 
to record a value that is already set, it must be re-entered or a flag re-switched. For 
example, if the finishing tolerance is currently set to 0.001, and it is required that the 
macro stores the same value, then it must be re-entered over the existing copy in the form 
during recording. 

 
12. Create or copy an existing user_menu into c:\dcam\pmill4 

 
In PowerMILL it is possible to create a User Menu enabling the user to further streamline 
and customize the command structure. To bring up the menu, right mouse click within an 
empty area of the PowerMILL explorer. A User Menu will normally be created 
automatically to the Home area during installation of the PowerMILL software (if the 
PowerMILL Utilities are included). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1/5/05 
Revision: B 

CadCamSystems, Inc                                                                            Page 4 of 4 
5291 28th Ave 
Rockford, Ill, 61109 
(815)399-4433 

 
·  Right click within an empty area of the explorer  to access the current User Menu (if 

it exists). 
 

 
This menu is created from a text file called user_menu. 
It must be in the pmill4 in the HOME area of the 
computer for the individual user and saved as a text file 
(not a word Document) and with no extension.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
·  If a User  Menu does not exist when attempting to right click in the explorer  area 

then from Windows select; 

  Programs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·  If the PowerMILL Utilities do not exist then this part of the software will have to be 

put on by selecting Custom install from the installation CD. 
 

 

 


