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COM Register PS-Exchange 

 

Whenever you load a model that is not in DGK format into PowerShape or PowerMill, it will use 
PS-Exchange in the background. Which version of  PS-Exchange it uses to do the translation is up 
to the COM interface.  

What is COM?  Microsoft COM (Component Object Model) technology in the Microsoft 
Windows-family of Operating Systems enables software components to communicate. COM is 
used by developers to create re-usable software components, link components together to build 
applications, and take advantage of Windows services. This is what links all the Delcam products 
together.  

When you install a Delcam product, it will register itself with the computer as the latest version. If 
you install an older version of the software that is already on the computer, the COM will be set to 
the older software. This is most prevalent with PS-Exchange. After downloading the latest release 
and installing it, it will become the version that all Delcam products will use for translations. If 
you install a DVD of PowerShape that has an older version of PS-Exchange on it, the older version 
is what will be used by the COM system. This can cause problems with file translations in other 
Delcam products. Most of the time these problems can be fixed by re-registering the correct 
version manually. This is done with a menu option on the Start Menu. Under the version of PS-
Exchange you want to use, there is an option to COM Register PS-Exchange. 
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When you select this option, the screen and the mouse may flicker a little bit but that is all you 
might see as it does the job.  

How can I check to see if it worked and that I am using the correct version? When you import a 
file into PowerMill or PowerShape, there will be an info box shown on the screen. Check at the top 
of the box to see what version it is using. That is the version that is registered in the COM. 
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